The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 14 August 2004
By Jim Russell N4ICU a.k.a. the “Sneaky Fox”

Well, the day wasn’t dawning much when 5:20 AM found me charging the batteries.  I got back up at 6:20 AM and finished charging the other batteries.   The camouflage cloth couldn’t be found so I cut off a piece of black wrapping paper.  The pieces were put in various containers and all were put in the car.  

After breakfast at Hardee’s some more batteries were bought for the camera and FOX controller.  Then, Levi Jackson Park was scouted for a good spot.  Near the museum is a deep parking area, which is not far from the metal gate and barbed wire fence that edges the park.  This spot also was under some cross-country transmission lines.  So, the FOX and controller were put together with Duct Tape.  Seems I forgot to get some #64 rubber bands to replace the ones that dry rotted.  Always keep a roll of Duct Tape in your car!

The FOX radio was wrapped in black wrapping paper and hung from the fence post.  The battery wire wouldn’t reach the radio from the ground so out came the ubiquitous Duct Tape to attach battery to the second rail of the metal gate.  Both parts were on the side away from the park, can’t make it too easy.  The FOX began barking at 10:00 AM.

FOX is IC-2AT, FOX controller, 8 volt gel-cell and a gain type VHF rubber duck.

As I walked toward the shelter, I asked one of the persons also walking in the same direction if it would be okay if I sat on the end table.  Seems the Hopper family was having a reunion today.  I saw Gilbert KC4WNW and also met his brother, Tom KB8DOO from Ohio.  They even invited me to stay and eat with them.  But the fox hunt must come first.

10:00
FOX on 

10:05
Someone said, “hear the FOX loud and clear”

10:14
Peter KJ4ND asked, “Any for the Fox Hunt?”

10:14
Eddie K4XXX answered, Yeah, …..”

10:20
Peter, “Anybody for the Fox Hunt?”

10:33
Peter, “Anybody looking?”

10:34
Peter, “Anyone looking?”

10:38
Peter and Eddie, “It’s strong in the park.”

10:51
Eddie talked about how strong the Fox was”

10:52
Eddie called Peter, “I can hear it without the antenna!”

10:53
Joe ---ECW called, “Peter, go to 180…”

10:53
One, then two more, and then another vehicle pulled in the parking lot.

10:54
Eddie got out and walked toward the museum, then turned around back to the lot.

10:55
Eddie is walking to the gate, sees foam food box, turns it over!  No Fox (
10:55
Eddie leans over the gate, sees FOX, then Peter finds FOX

10:56
Bill KG4VRT, then Helen KG4VRW Found the FOX

10:58
After looking around for me, but never toward the shelter with all the Hoppers, Eddie calls me on the radio and says I may come out of hiding now!  I was always standing in plain view, next to a Hopper.  Camouflaged in plain view!!!

We stood and talked for a while and I took some pictures of the victorious Hunters. We discussed the hill’s RF shielding effect and continued talking for a bit. And then we all left for other places.

Jim, N4ICU     Fence row hiding Fox
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