The Great L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of April 17,  2004

The view from the eyes of the Very Frustrated ex-Fox turned Hound of the LARS 17 April 2004 FOX HUNT!

Well, I don’t remember how the day dawned. The Camry had the mobile 2 meter rig placed in it.  Several HT’s were added to the car.  And then the two-element phased array and the TDOA system were placed in the trunk, after which Linda and I headed into London to eat breakfast at Hardee’s.  Then we drove across the street to the old Wal-Mart and met with other hunters.

Present:  

Rodney, KG4LKY  

Peewee, KF4ZUX

Jessica, KG4KBW

Stephen, KF4LLB

Christy, KG4PIJ

Jim, N4ICU

Linda, KB4HDM

As the FOX’s signal was supposed to come on at 10:00 AM, we all started listening.  I could barely hear the FOX, at which point the mobile rig started shutting down.  This was traced to the cigarette lighter plug not being assembled correctly, so I took the thing apart, dropped the pieces and then had to get the meter out to figure out what was wrong.  It was reassembled properly, but still couldn’t hear the FOX (ES) very well.  I think Rodney said, “I think there are two of them!”  

After talking some more, we figured it for being around Levi Jackson Park and finally started heading out at about 10:25 AM.  They sure left quickly, so Linda and I just headed toward Levi Jackson. Going east on 192, we stopped beside Superior Car Lot and tried to get some readings.  Note that this is about 300-400 feet due north of Peter’s FOX.  Not being able to get a fix with the TDOA and the Alinco, we continued on and went right and south on 25.  It is possible that as Linda said we had a signal, that by the time I got the TDOA up and turning --- Peter’s FOX went off and Stanley’s was so weak ---   I remember thinking that he was changing the power level!  As we headed past S. Laurel HS toward the Levi Jackson entrance and 1006 we met Rodney meeting us, going back north on 25.  We called him on the radio but no answer.  

At the Park we turned right on 1006, went to 363 and turned right again onto 192 and on to E80 going East.  With no definitive signals we turned on to Sasser School Road and then left and south on 229.  Still looking for a strong signal we turned left on Conley Road and followed erratic, sometimes very strong, signals back to east 80 where we turned left back towards town.  Driving to 192 we went to the Daniel Boone, then west to I-75 and went south.  Now I might mention that the Alinco handheld wouldn’t show hardly any signal reading while the mobile would show varying S-readings.  So the rubber duck couldn’t hear the FOX, Right?  

Well, about here I attempted to call Rodney and couldn’t bring up Mark’s 444.275 repeater.  At this time I belatedly noticed the display going dim when the PTT was pressed!   With a fresh battery on the Alinco HT, the FOX’s signal came back up as we approached Exit 38.  About now Rodney was calling me on his repeater and I answered on Mark’s.  At this juncture I should explain that the mobile’s S-meter reading was used for relative distance to FOX.  The hand-held I was holding wouldn’t get but one light flickering so the Fox couldn’t be very close, could it?

Rodney suggested that we might come back down by South Laurel HS, again!   Turning in to the School we began to get good signal strength on the Alinco and many bars with the attenuator turned on!  We traveled to the back parking lot and saw some familiar vehicles with all the other hunters waiting on us.

Getting out and saying “Hi” to Peter resulted in my getting informed that I hadn’t found the FOX, yet.  Using the TDOA and the Alinco I used the procedure of getting a direction, then move a significant distance at right angles to the line described to get an intersecting line, at which point the FOX should be sitting, right?  After returning from the 2nd unproductive trip to the front of the building, Rodney and Peter encouraged me to try again from the middle of the back parking lot.  With their help, I finally found Peter’s FOX under the large pine trees nestled in the needles.  It seems everyone observed me taking readings in the parking lot, getting the correct line to the FOX, and then taking the 2nd reading to triangulate, and walk in the opposite direction!!!!!!!!  Not only broken wires and run down batteries but a brain that calculates with a 180 degree error!

After all this, we still had to find Stanley’s FOX, oh joy……………….

As Brian, KG4DIO had reported the signal appeared to be at 84 degrees from Keavy.  I thought we would go through the Park and ended up heading south on 229.  With no definitive signal readings up to this point, we found the signal strength jumped up several miles south of London and then heard nothing.  Listening to the repeater suggested the FOX might be south of London, so we turned off 229 onto 25E, to Corbin and north on I-75 Back to London.  Now the trip to almost Barbourville, Corbin and London was very quiet – no FOX or hunter chatter!  As we got half way to London we started hearing that the others were finding it east, so we all started out East 80 toward Bush, and Rodney, Peewee’s and our neighborhood.  Getting very strong signals as we neared the old Bush School we examined several side roads.  But as these didn’t pan out, we continued to KY 1803 and turned left and Hey!  There was Stanley and everybody else waiting for Linda and me to show up…  We were Last!!!!!!  They all seemed very relieved to see us.

Stanley was set up in the open gate and had a tripod and beam antenna pointed toward London, so that’s why some fairly strong signals were seen in south London.  Oh yeah, all the time we were looking for both FOXes, the Mobile rig kept changing frequency all by itself.  After we got home it was determined that Linda’s seat was touching the big knob and turning it with the movement of the car….  Does this mean that detecting no signals could be caused by it being maybe 25-40 KHz off frequency?  I wonder.

By Jim N4ICU (used to be Fox) but now the Very Frustrated Hound

And Linda KB4HDM
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